This number of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care marks a most important event as Dr. Ben Barry, who has steered the journal so expertly through its first eventful decade, has regretfully relinquished his duties as Editor.
Next August the journal will celebrate its tenth anniversary as the sole publication in Australia devoted to anaesthesia and intensive care. The foundation and continuity of this journal have been due almost entirely to the dedication and efforts of its first Editor.
As long ago as 1954, it was suggested that a journal of anaesthesia be published by the Australian Society of Anaesthetists which, had it then found the support of the majority of members, would have coincided with the twentieth anniversary of the foundation of the Society. However, in those days it was considered that the risks of producing a mediocre publication and the probability of considerable financial loss were too great for the Society with a membership of barely two hundred.
It was not until 1970 during another important occasion in the history of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, when it acted as host to the III Asian and Australasian Congress of Anaesthesiologists in Canberra, that the question of publishing a journal was again raised. By then the membership had grown to just under eight hundred and at the Annual General Meeting it was voted "That this Society supports in principle the establishment of an Australian Journal of Anaesthesia". A number of factors influenced that long delayed and far reaching decision, not least of which was that Dr. Ben Barry who, as Honorary Federal Secretary of the Society at the time, intimated that he was willing to proceed to establish a journal and, in addition, full-time secretarial assistance and a permanent Federal Secretariat had been agreed to.
In the following year it was resolved to publish a journal entitled "Anaesthesia and Intensive Care" and the entirely sensible and laudatory decision to appoint Ben Barry as Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Va/. X. No. 1, February. 1982 Editor was taken.
The inclusion of "Intensive Care" in the title of this journal published in Australia was somewhat prophetic as in May 1978, the Faculty of Anaesthetists, Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, was first to introduce an examination for a Diploma endorsed in Intensive Care.
During the ten years of his Editorship, Dr. Barry has used his considerable expertise to confer upon the journal a status and an international standard of which he can be justly proud. Not only that, but in the busy formative years he continued his duties as Honorary Federal Secretary and then Assistant Honorary Federal Secretary.
All the early fears of the members of the Society of the 1950s have been completely dissolved. Not only has he produced a journal that has been widely accepted as a forum for research and clinical papers and, through its symposium numbers, contributed significantly to the education of trainees and anaesthetists alike, but also it has proven financially viable.
I know Dr. Barry would wish due recognition to be paid to Miss Suzanne Butterworth who, first as Secretary and then as Manager, has contributed greatly to the success of the journal since its first issue.
The Society has already expressed gratitude by giving him in 1975 its most prestigious award, the Gilbert Brown Medal.
His final act of wisdom and judgement was to provide for proper succession and this has been done with the appointment of Dr. Brian Horan, whom all will wish success in his Editorship.
Every anaesthetist and intensivist in Australia owes Ben Barry a considerable debt for having contributed through the journal so much to the reputation of our specialities, both nationally and internationally.
I know that they and overseas readers will join in wishing him equal success in future endeavours.
DOUGLAS JOSEPH

